Cathy

I am pleased that you can take advantage of it. . . One day we will fill in all the pieces.

Jack

http://www.cashill.com
--- On Tue, 3/24/09, CATHY LEES wrote:

From: CATHY LEES Subject: Fwd: More on Sophie & Jan Rykowski

To: "Jack Cashill", "Margaret" 
Date: Tuesday, March 24, 2009, 2:05 PM

Dear Jack:

I have to say you have truly inspired me to research my own 
history on my father's side. It's amazing how the two families

intersect in the 1920's.

During that time, the mother of Viola Narwid (wife of Robert William),

takes in two immigrants from Poland. A brother and sister named Sophie

and Walter Koravo. Sophie is my grandmother on my father's side.

My nephew is as enthusiastic as I am about this and is helping me as

well. We are going to start sharing the family photos as well. (Which

I keep hoarded like pirate's treasure). Anyway, I have some photos

that are well over 100 years old. It will be good to bring them to the

light of day again for generations to see who looks like whom.

By putting up your family history, you have shared a gift with the

rest of us - a gift that keeps on giving.

I cannot thank you enough for all the help and inspiration you have

provided. I am learning a lot and digging up some interesting dirt

too.

Cathy

---------- Forwarded message ----------

From: CATHY LEES 
Date: Tue, Mar 24, 2009 at 2:25 PM

Subject: Fwd: More on Sophie & Jan Rykowski

To: microfish7

Hi Al:

I appreciate your quick response. Here is some more stuff

that I have been able to get. Appreciate anything that your wife can

help me possibly ad to this. I also have an elder aunt helping me

on this project as well.

Cathy

PS. Also if you can, find out if anyone know about the last name Spock

or Helen Spock also of 408 Cross St., Harrison, NJ. Just around the

corner from the Patterson Ave., address.

---------- Forwarded message ----------

From: CATHY LEES Date: Tue, Mar 24, 2009 at 2:21 PM

Subject: More on Sophie & Jan Rykowski

To: 
Constance Cowley 


John Rykowski


Mike Rykowski,


Richard Rykowski 


Jess <pensosa>

lightsoutlees
Just some stuff that I want to pass along. This is all

verbal history or from memory, so please correct as needed.

According to my mother Sophie's madien name is Koravo

[spelling?]

Sophie comes to the USA under the name Mary. From what I

have been told, back in Poland the real Mary (Sophie's sister) had a

visa to come to the US. Mary falls in love back in Poland and

decides to stay there. Rather than waste the visa, Sophie comes instead, assuming Mary's name. 
At some point in time, after citizenship, she assumes her real name again. Later in life, possibly by mistake, or early Alzheimer's she also signs legal documents as Marie Rykowski. Here death certificate reads Sophie, aka: Mary, aka: Marie Rykowski. This had to be done as legal documents existed in all three names.

Jan and Sophie marry Oct. 31, 1927.

Sophie & Jan Rykowski are buried in Holy Cross cemetery, with her

sister-in-law Stanislawa, brother in-law (name will be on the

headstone), son: John Richard Rykowski. There are six graves in this

plot, but because the first one was not dug deep enough, no other

casket remains can be put there without exhuming the others to have

them put in deeper.

Walter Koravo (Sophie's brother) had two sons, Benny and Louie. Benny

marries the daughter of the 33rd mayor of Newark (1962–1970: Hugh

Joseph Addonizio (1914–1981.  
According to Wikipedia...Addonizio served as mayor from 1962 until 1970 when he lost his reelection bid. A state investigation into his

administration on the heels of the 1967 riots, which occurred during his tenure, led to the discovery that Addonizio and other city officials were taking kickbacks from city contractors. Addonizio was convicted of corruption after leaving office.

Much of the corruption became public when he was convicted, along with

five others working in or through his administration, of "literally

delivering the city into the hands of organized crime," according to

former U.S. District Judge Herbert J. Stern.

Descendants of Benny and Louie still reside in Brigantine NJ and

supposedly work in the casinos in Atlantic City. I will find out more

about this when I can.

It's amazing the amount of stuff I am finding out! Let me know if I

start overwhelming any of you with too much information. I just want

to pass this on, so it is not totally lost to history.

Cathy

Addendum from Cathy Lees:

It is not noted in my emails, but Jane Nellie Cashill marries John

Richard Rykowski, son of Jan and Sophie. All these families lived around the block from each other for decades in Harrison,NJ. 

My mom and dad where childhood sweethearts. (Rykowski is my family

name. Like Judy Cashill I kept the last name Lees so my children and I would all have the same last name).

Cathy
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