Why I Am Voting For Mitt Romney on Tuesday

Republicans have a problem that Democrats do not.  We have in our memory the image of what a president should be.  So while we pick through the best and deepest line-up of Republicans candidates since about 1860, carping about how each and every one of them fails to live up to Ronald Reagan’s legacy in one way or another, the Dems can get teary-eyed over a sinister hag like Hillary or an untested gasbag like Obama.

What we forget is that Reagan wasn’t always Reagan.  At age 40, he was still a New Deal Democrat.  As governor of California, then in his 50’s, he signed into law both No-Fault Divorce and the Therapeutic Abortion Act.   He came to regret both decisions.  Said he of abortion, it had been “a subject I’d never given much thought to.”

Like Reagan, Romney got into electoral politics relatively late in life and largely as an economic conservative.  “I was wrong,” Romney admitted of his early support for Roe v. Wade during one televised debate.  “Wrong” is not a word you hear often in politics.  I will take him at his word.

On the subject of illegal immigration, national security guru Mike Cutler writes, “The only real choice is Mitt Romney.” This call does not come easily for Cutler as he is a life-long Democrat.

I respect John McCain and Mike Huckabee.  It is just that the latter has no chance of winning the nomination and the former little chance of winning the presidency.  If he ever secures the nomination, McCain will discover in a heartbeat how little that New York Times’ endorsement matters.  The left knows his vulnerabilities, which is why they cheer him on.

My original pick, alas, was Fred Thompson.  Romney, however, proved to be the better candidate.  The primary system tests people.  However pure his ideology, if a candidate cannot prevail in a Republican primary, he will not win the general election.  

Thus said, the winner of the Republican nomination will get my vote.
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